The use of monoclonal antibodies in diagnostic tests for Becker and Duchenne muscular dystrophy.
Monoclonal antibodies recognizing different epitopes of dystrophin have now been widely applied in diagnostic tests for Duchenne and Becker muscular dystrophy (BMD). The preservation of the C-terminus in BMD patients necessitates the routine use of one antibody raised against this region. Additional antibodies against deletion-prone regions of dystrophin further increase the diagnostic power of the tests. We describe two cases which illustrate that the combined use of different antibodies is necessary to avoid misdiagnoses of BMD at the protein level.